LOVING GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART

Jn 14:15-25(NLT) -- 15“If you love me, obey my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate, who will never leave you. 17He is the Holy Spirit,
who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and
doesn’t recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with you now and later will be
in you. 18No, I will not abandon you as orphans—I will come to you. 19Soon the world will no
longer see me, but you will see me. Since I live, you also will live. 20When I am raised to life
again, you will know that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21Those
who accept my commandments and obey them are the ones who love me. And because
they love me, my Father will love them. And I will love them and reveal myself to each of
them.” 22Judas (not Judas Iscariot, but the other disciple with that name) said to him, “Lord,
why are you going to reveal yourself only to us and not to the world at large?” 23Jesus
replied, “All who love me will do what I say. My Father will love them, and we will come and
make our home with each of them. 24Anyone who doesn’t love me will not obey me. And
remember, my words are not my own. What I am telling you is from the Father who sent
me. 25I am telling you these things now while I am still with you.

• Dt 6:4–6 (NLT) -- 4 “Listen, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. 5 And you must
love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength. 6 And you
must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands that I am giving you today.

• Mt 22:37–38 (NLT) --

Jesus replied, “ ‘You must love the LORD your God with all your
heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment.
37

• Jn 15:13-16(NLT) -- 13There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command. 15I no longer call you slaves,
because a master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have
told you everything the Father told me. 16You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I
appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you
whatever you ask for, using my name.

SALVATION IS
A
RELATIONSHIP
WITH GOD

• Love is a central theme of Scripture and at
the heart of relationships.
• Love is a primary characteristic of God’s
nature. (e.g., 1 Jo 4:8)
• Love is a central command of human life
both in relation to God and fellow mankind.
(Mt 22:37–40).
• God’s commandments create the path for
us. (i.e. two can only walk together when
there is agreement, Amos 3:3).
• Salvation is about more than just going to
heaven.
• It’s being in relationship with God.

God desires to live amongst us.

GOD DESIRES
CONNECTION

• Zec 2:10–13 (NLT) -- 10 The Lord says, “Shout and
rejoice, O beautiful Jerusalem, for I am coming to live
among you. 11 Many nations will join themselves to the
Lord on that day, and they, too, will be my people. I will
live among you, and you will know that the Lord of
Heaven’s Armies sent me to you. …

God desires to bless His people.
• Ps 58:11(NLT) -- 11Then at last everyone will say, “There
truly is a reward for those who live for God; surely
there is a God who judges justly here on earth.”
• Ps 67:6-7(NLT) -- 6Then the earth will yield its harvests,
and God, our God, will richly bless us. 7Yes, God will
bless us, and people all over the world will fear him.

Gos’s people should rejoice at His presence (Zech
2:10-13)

LOVE GOD
WITH YOUR
WHOLE
HEART

.

• Hunger and thirst for His presence.
• Ps 42:1–2 (NLT) -- 1 As the deer longs for streams of
water, so I long for you, O God. 2 I thirst for God, the
living God. When can I go and stand before him?
• Let’s demonstrate our love for God with excitement
and joy over His presence.

How hungry are we for His presence?
• Desire for His presence should never be commonplace.
• Maintain hunger and thirst for God.

Mankind was created to be in relationship with
God.
The purpose of salvation is to restore the
relationship.
God loves us and desires to connect with us.

SUMMARY

• He desires to connect with, live amongst and bless us.

We should love God with all of our heart.
• When we love God, we rejoice in His presence.
• When we love God, we hunger and thirst for Him.
• When we love God, we maintain our hunger for His presence..

